where yellow fever at that time prevailed. From Panama the vessel went on to Guayaquil, touching at Buonaventura. In the transit from Panama to the first seaport two of the passengers died, and were buried there. After forty-eight hours she proceeded on her voyage southward, notwithstanding she had some sick on board. Before arriving at the mouth of the river Guayaquil another death occurred, and the corpse was committed to the deep. When she reached the anchorage off the island of Puna she was reported as an infected vessel; but as the person who owned her had great influence, she was allowed to proceed and land her cargo and passengers.
The day after the schooner anchored at the lower part of the city of Guayaquil (which is built along the banks of the river), the captain, labouring under fever, was conveyed from the Reina Victoria to his house on shore, and was soon afterwards seized with black vomit, and died in three days, his death being ascribed by his medical attendant to melsena. In less than ten days the captain's wife, two children, and three other persons in the house, all fell victims to the fever. On the 7th of Sept. two of the crew were transferred to a house on shore, where Dr. Destruge saw them. They had been sick for six days, and the doctor observed that they had subcutaneous haemorrhage, epistaxis, and other symptoms of yellow fever. Both died on the following day. After these cases, the carpenters and caulkers, and other persons who had direct communication with the Reina Victoria, were attacked with yellow fever, and, retiring to their houses, propagated the disease in all directions. In less than twelve days more than forty persons had died of fever. The schooner was now removed up opposite to the centre of the town, and put out her ballast, and then fever broke out anew. On the 9th of October was celebrated the anniversary of the national independence. The people congregated at public diversions, and on returning to their homes were taken ill, and disseminated the disease all around. Now the victims increased rapidly, and by the end of November the deaths amounted to one hundred and thirty-five perday, in a population under 18,000. By the 8th of December the violence of the disease was abating, and the mortality decreased to about ten to fifteen per cent, of those attacked.
The disease also broke out at Buonaventura, after the Reina Victoria left her dead there, and proved very fatal to the inhabitants of that place.
